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The beak of a Snipe is very remarkable, being not only
long, but very straight and rounded, with the upper bill
markedly longer than the lower and thickened at the tip ;
the lower jaw fits closely behind this knob, so that the
whole bill can be rapidly thrust into the mud in search of
worms. When necessary the Snipe can open its bill at the
tip without separating the jaws throughout, the upper
chap being very flexible. The whole bill is soft and
well provided with nerves, so that when the bird has
been dead a little time the shrinkage of the soft parts
gives the end of the beak a pitted appearance like that
of a thimble.

By this peculiarity a Snipe may be known even when on
the table, the only Sandpiper which has the same kind of
beak being the Snipe-billed Godwit. (Macrorhamphus
semipalmatus) which is a very rare bird, and, moreover,
shows the web at the base of the toes.

In all Snipes the plumage is similar in both sexes, and
does not differ much in the young ; and in this work I
shall not make any attempt to describe the complicated
colouration in detail, but shall merely lay stress on those
points which distinguish the various species from each
other.

Snipes are found all over the world, some species being
migratory and others resident; almost all of ours belong to
the former category. More than two dozen species are
known, of which four large ones are called Woodcocks ;
but the Woodcocks are not the largest of the Snipes, for
in South America there are some very large species which
are certainly typical Snipes, and one of these, the Giant
Snipe (Gallinago gigantea) is bigger than any Woodcock.
This bird inhabits Brazil and Paraguay, and ought to do
well here.

It is a pity that some attempt is not made to extend the
range of birds like this, which are of so great practical value,